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Equality vs Equity



Equality vs Equity vs Justice



What is 

Social 

Equity

“Social Equity is about fairness, right, 

justice, and freedom from the ef fects 

of  bias…It is a pragmatic condition 

that describes access to, distribution 

of, and outcome related to public 

goods” (Guy & McCandless, 2020). 



What is Health 

Equity?

H e a l t h  e q u i t y  i s  w h e n  e v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  b e  a s  h e a l t h y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  A c h i e v i n g  h e a l t h  

e q u i t y  r e q u i r e s  v a l u i n g  e v e r y o n e  e q u a l l y  w i t h  

f o c u s e d  a n d  o n g o i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  a d d r e s s  a v o i d a b le  

i n e q u i t i e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c o n t e m p o ra r y  i n j u s t i c e s ,  

a n d  t h e  e l i m i n a t io n  o f  d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  h e a l t h  a n d  

h e a l t h c a r e .  T h e  p o p u la t io n  h e a l t h  i m p a c t  o f  

C O V ID - 1 9  h a s  e x p o s e d  l o n g s t a n d in g  i n e q u i t i e s  t h a t  

h a v e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  u n d e r m i n e d  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  

s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m ic ,  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  h e a l t h  o f  r a c i a l  

a n d  e t h n i c  m i n o r i ty  p o p u la t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  

p o p u l a t io n  g r o u p s  t h a t  a r e  b e a r i n g  a  

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  b u r d e n  o f  C O V ID - 1 9 .  ( C D C  

2 0 2 1 c )



COVID-19 

and Health 

Equity

COVID-19 exposed “pre-

existing” health inequities in the 

U.S. 

Highest death rates are among 

American Indians, Alaskan 

Natives, Blacks, and Hispanics. 

(CDC, 2021).





Pandemic Vulnerability Index (PVI)

PVI-provides data on location of the most vulnerable communities in the 

U.S.  Uses the fo l lowing measures:

1) Infect ion Rate  Transmiss ible Cases ,  

2) Infect ion Rate  Disease Spread,  

3) Populat ion Concentra t ion/Populat ion Mobil i ty,  

4) Populat ion Concentrat ion/Residentia l  Densi ty,  

5) In tervention/Social  Dis tancing,  

6 ) In tervention/Test ing,  

7 ) Heal th  & Environment/Populat ion Demographics ,  

8 ) Heal th  & Environment/Air  Po llut ion,  

9 ) Heal th  & Environment/  Age Dis t r ibut ion,  

10) Heal th  and  Environment/Co -Morbidit ies ,  

11) Heal th  & Environment/Health Dispar i t ies ,  and  

12) Heal th  and  Environment/Hospita l  Beds  (NIEHS,  2021) .





Occupational 

Status and 

COIVD-19

-Goldman et al (2021) reveal linkages between 

occupation standing and COVID-19 related 

exposure for American Indians (AI), Alaskan 

Natives (AN), Black and Hispanics.

-Whites more likely to work remotely.

-AI, AN, Blacks and Latinos are more likely to hold 

jobs of lower occupational standing, with no 

remote option, putting them at risk of COID 

exposure.



COIVD-19 and 

Farmworkers

-Bottemiller Erich et al. (2020) found farmworkers faced 

disproportionately high rate of infection from COIVD-19.

-Counties in CA, WA, AZ, OR, and NC with the highest infection 

rates were the top agricultural producers.

-Murphy-Greene (2002) found farm worker, who are largely 

Hispanic, are a risk of exposure to occupational hazards due to a 

lack of personal protective equipment and basic hand washing 

facilities and toilets.  

-OSHA still exempts farms of 11 or fewer workers to provide 

hand washing facilities and toilets for farm workers.



COIVD-19 

Vaccine

Blacks lag behind in vacc ination 

rate compared to  overal l  

vacc inat ion rate in U.S.

As of  Nov.  2,  2021 58.1% of  U.S.  

populat ion has rece ived one dose 

and 

67.1% are fu l ly  vacc inated (Mayo 

Cl inic ,  2021).

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2018/vaccines-worlds-deadly-infectious-diseases-unlikely/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/




Social Vulnerability and COVID-

19

The CDC’s Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) consists of five 

themes:

1)  Socio Economic Status,

2)  Household Composit ion and Disabil ity Status 

3)  Racial /Ethnic Minority Status and English

4)  Household type and Transportat ion.  

Hughes et  al .  (2021)  found of  49,264,338 people  in counties in 49 states 

and the Distr ict of  Columbia receiving at  least  one dose  of  the  vaccine,  

vaccination rates were higher (15.8%) in counties  with low SVI than in 

high SVI counties  (13.9%).  



Social antecedents that create vulnerability within certain groups. 

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (2021). COVID-19 Pandemic 

Vulnerability Index .  Retrieved From , 2021 https://covid19pvi.niehs.nih.gov/

https://covid19pvi.niehs.nih.gov/


Redlining and Zoning

Palm, R., & Corbridge, J. (1982). The unintended impacts of anti-redlining
legislation. Journal of Environmental Systems, 12 (4): 341- 350

Roberts, S. O., & Rizzo, M. T. (2021). The Psychology of American Racism.
American Psychologist, 76(3), 475–487.



Urban Heat Islands just 

another by product of 

environmental injustice 

Wilson,  B.  (2020)  Urban  heat  

management  and  the  legacy of red l ining.  

Journal o f  the  American Planning 

Association ,  86 (4),  443-457,  do i :  

10 .1080/01944363.2020.1759127



A majority of our 

essential workers are 

African American.



We have an ethical 

obligation to provide 

the most vulnerable 

protection first.
Gardiner, B. (2020). Unequal impact: The deep links
between racism and climate change. Yale School of the
Environment.



HAIR Network. Building community reliance one cut at 

a time.









So what can we do? How do we 

regain and build trust?



The National Preparedness System and Whole Community 

Approach 

DOMPREP 2021 May



The National Preparedness System and Whole Community

Presidential Policy Directive-8 (PPD-8) and the National Preparedness Goals (NPG) provide an outline for building national 

sustainable resilience using a whole community approach, which includes:

• All individuals and families

• Private businesses

• Faith-based and nongovernmental organizations

• Medical/healthcare and educational institutions

• Media and social media platforms

• Federal, state, local, territories, and tribes.

Gather the collective resources (i.e., strategic stockpiles) and exploit them to benefit and sustain the socioeconomic stability, safety, and security of 

communities across the country. This ensures the ability to provide much needed resources to areas where capacity is exceeded.

Ref: Brown, M. A. (2021, May). National preparedness failure: Hindsight is 2020.

https://www.dhs.gov/presidential-policy-directive-8-national-preparedness
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/goal
https://www.fema.gov/glossary/whole-community


TRUST







Questions?


